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written by MELISSA DALTON  photography by CHERYL MCINTOSH

ART & ARCHITECTURE
A TOP-TO-BOTTOM BREMERTON REMODEL BY RHODES ARCHITECTURE + LIGHT AND FAIRBANK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY  

BRINGS IN NATURAL LIGHT, SPLENDID VIEWS AND HIGHLIGHTS THE OWNERS’ PERSONAL ART COLLECTION.
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This 6,880-square-foot Bremerton home 
was remodeled in 2023. The architects 

redesigned the driveway with Park 
Permeare in pewter with charcoal accents 

from Western Interlock Inc. to give it more 
character. Exterior lighting provided by 

Northwest Outdoor Lighting.
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Kolbe Windows and Doors from Classic Window Products are joined by Kuro Shou Sugi Ban siding, Cypress Charred from ReSawn Timber. Custom 
driftwood and steel bench by Jane Friedman, the Loll Adirondack Lounge Chairs are from DWR.

JANE AND KEN FRIEDMAN have an extensive art collection, 
not the least of which includes two stone sculptures formerly used 
as Korean grave guardians during the Joseon dynasty and weighing 
about one ton each. For five years before the pandemic, Jane, who 
is also an acclaimed artist working in encaustics, oils, and mixed 
mediums, ran an art gallery. It was there that she first saw the stat-
ues. “I just fell in love with them, and so I became a customer,” says 
Jane. When the gallery closed, the statues were relocated to the cou-
ple’s Bremerton home, but “We didn’t know where to put them,” 
says Ken. “We just didn’t have the space.” 

By then, the Friedmans had lived in their house for twenty years. 
Originally built in the 1930s, it’s tucked below its neighbors on the 
street above, and shaped long and linear so as to fit into a strip of a 
lot between a sloped hillside and a thousand feet of waterfront. That 
siting gives the home a beach that reveals itself at low tide, close-up 

views of the Port Orchard waterway, peace and seclusion, and beau-
tiful morning light. But, as the home had been added onto in a piece-
meal fashion until the 1970s, it also had a segmented interior plan 
that made entertaining—and displaying their art—a problem. In 
2019, the couple reached out to Rhodes Architecture + Light for a 
remodel, facilitated by Fairbank Construction Company.

Right away, architects Tim Rhodes and Hugo Carrión could see 
how the linear shape and interior plan didn’t maximize either the 
home’s siting, or the couple’s lifestyle. There were too many “dark, 
broken-up spaces,” says Carrión. “Light was the biggest challenge, 
but also the biggest opportunity.” 

Working within the existing footprint, their new plan inserted a 
new two-story entry atrium at the center, with a sculptural staircase 
that connects upper and lower living areas, and a wall of glass that 
fosters a “beacon of light on the water,” says Carrión. A steel structural 
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In the outdoor dining room, four columns 
border a patio composed of Vancouver 

Bay Architectural Slabs from Mutual 
Materials. Jane Friedman made the custom 

glass table from an old factory cart.

framework throughout let them open up the plan and install addi-
tional walls of windows to connect to the exterior views. Whereas 
before the asphalt driveway dominated the site, now, thoughtful out-
door spaces act as filters between inside and out, such as the outdoor 
dining room covered with a rough-hewn trellis and anchored by a 
fireplace and more art, including four Mexican columns.

Throughout the design process, such consideration of art place-
ment was a key ingredient, as the architects both created spots for 
particular pieces, like the Korean stone sculptures that now infor-
mally separate the living and dining rooms, as well as more versatile 
walls where the couple can rotate the display as they like. “Tim and 

Hugo were very creative in finding ‘art spaces,’ and then designing 
finish elements to facilitate placement, such as lighting and secure 
blocking behind the drywall for ease of hanging,” says Ken.

New architectural elements also became an opportunity for cre-
ative expression. “Aesthetically, this house has a very conscious jux-
taposition of architectural elements that are very refined, like the 
cabinetry, with other elements that are very rough,” says Rhodes, 
noting the patina on the exposed steel beams, which is a nod to Jane’s 
work with found objects.

“Our fear was that they would design a house that they wanted to 
design,” says Ken. “But they really took the time to design a house 
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THIS PAGE In the kitchen, the couple’s Good Coffee 
sign found a home at the new beverage bar. The cabi-
nets are Veneered Plywood, vertical grain rift cut white 
oak cabinetry with a whitewash stain from Mortise & 
Tenon, while the island light is the Synapse Small from 
Apparatus. TOP RIGHT Art is displayed throughout the 
living room, from the Korean grave guardians, called 
“The Scholars,” to Jane Friedman’s piece above the 
fireplace, called “Cognitive Dissonance.”

59SEA 104-110 Art Architecture Rhodes.indd   10859SEA 104-110 Art Architecture Rhodes.indd   108 2/29/24   4:34 PM2/29/24   4:34 PM

 PortraitMagazine.com 109

LOWER RIGHT A two-story-tall cedar and steel column flanks the 
glass-enclosed staircase, the expansive soft white walls leave space 
for the homeowners to continue growing their art collection.
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The primary suite has a private deck and views, as well as a suspended Gyrofocus fireplace from Focus. A Nanimarquina Rangoli rug centers the 
room. A vintage work bench from Obsolete, bedside lighting from DWR and vintage Turkish rug bring in texture and light.

that we wanted.” Not only is it a welcoming backdrop for the couple’s 
everyday lives, but an intimate gallery of the art they’ve collected 
together over the years. In this way, “The house becomes its own art 
piece,” says Rhodes. “Art is embedded in the architecture and dis-
played by the architecture. It works as a gallery on multiple levels.” ■
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“Aesthetically, this house has a very conscious juxtaposition 
of architectural elements that are very refined, like  

the cabinetry, with other elements that are very rough,”  
—Tim Rhodes, Rhodes Architecture + Light

59SEA 104-110 Art Architecture Rhodes.indd   11059SEA 104-110 Art Architecture Rhodes.indd   110 2/29/24   4:34 PM2/29/24   4:34 PM


